Children’s Good News Time



2 Corinthians 5

So we are always confident; even
though we know that while we are at home
In the body we are away from the Lord-- “for
we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do
have confidence, and we would rather be
away from the body and at home with the
Lord. °So whether we are at home or away,
we make it our aim to please him. 1%For all of
us must appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, so that each may receive recompense
for what has been done in the body, whether
good or evil. . .



2 Corinthians 5

14For the love of Christ urges us on,
because we are convinced that one has died
for all; therefore all have died. 1>And he died
for all, so that those who live might live no
longer for themselves, but for him who died
and was raised for them.

15From now on, therefore, we regard no
one from a human point of view; even
though we once knew Christ from a human
point of view, we know him no longer in that
way. 1/So if anyone is in Christ, there is a
new creation: everything old has passed
away, see, everything has become new!






5eeing What

Matters



Seeing What Matters

So we are alwags confident; even though
we know that while we are at home in the

bocly we are away from the Lord-~
7for we walk bg faith, not bg sig!ﬂt.

8Y es, we do have confidence, and we

would rather be away from the body and
at home with the | ord. 50 whether we
are at home or away, we make it our aim to
Plcasc him.



5ccing What Matters

for we walk bg faith,
not bg siglﬁt.
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TUESDAY, JUNE 16, 2009 11:20 PM, CDT

Today was better than yesterday as far as back pain. Last
night I was kept awake by an unstable GI system that was
probably the result of getting back on morphine. In the morning
things kind of settle down and I was able to go to work.

Work was good as usual. My back and hips felt better so I was
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My Story

Welcome to our CaringBridge site. It has been created to keep
friends and family updated about our loved one.

My Story is the introduction to our CaringBridge site.

Be sure to read the latestin the journal, view the photo gallery,
and drop us a line in the guestbook.

BACKGROUND STORY

Early this fall (2007) I went to the doctor for some abdominal
pain and lower and upper back pain. We thought I had a fairly
rare muscle disease. Pills seemed to relieve the pain, so I thought
we had the diagnosis correct. In early December the abdominal
pain came back. We thought a CT scan could help tell us if this
was an ulcer due to the medication.. The CT scan brought with it
disturbing news of many masses or tumors in my colon, liver and
abdomen. We tried to get a sample of the colon tumor through
the abdomen but the results came back inconclusive. Our next
step was to get into the Mayo Clinic and have them diagnose the
cancer source and tell me what I can do about it. These post are
updates of what is happening to me and what we found out.
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Seeing What Matters

So we are alwags confident; even though
we know that while we are at home in the

bocly we are away from the Lord-~
7 for we walk bﬂ faith, not by 5{g/7t.

8Y es, we do have confidence, and we
would rather be away from the body and
at home with the | ord. 50 whether we
are at home or away, we make it our aim to
Plcasc him.
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TUESDAY, JUNE 9, 2009 11:25 PM, CDT

On the bright side: I gained about 3 pounds since our last visit
with Dr. Robinson and also my hair has a chance to start
growing back. As our day went, that is the extent of the really
good news...

Now for the sad news: After conferring with both Drs. Robinson
and Quevedo we have all decided that chemo is no longer a
viable option. That means we will focus my treatments on the
care, comfort, and pain control phase, which the local Hospice
nurses will provide.

Remember during confirmation class when you were asked, if you
had & months to live, what would you do? Well I actually get to
ponder that question - with the added caveat that the time of
actually doing things may be shorter because pain and/or other
things may not allow me to enjoy activity. There will be no
putting off any visits or travels. Fortunately for me, I have no
immediate needs. I am very comfortable where I am in my life
and the trips paid for by so many fundraisers last year really
covered everything I could have asked for. In short, I am at
peace.

Making this decision was not done lightly or quickly. With the
growth of the cancer in the last months, the chemo was
ineffective to the changing cancer. By stopping the chemo my
body can concentrate on fighting the cancer and pains alone
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to internal bleeding. In short, my quality of life would be less
with the chemo and the additional time that may have been
added (no guarantee) was so minimal, we didn't see the point

There isnt a whole lot more to say tonight. In my mind I have a
list of positives that come from this decision. It is those
positives and the peace in my heart that we made the right
decision for us that will help me sleep tonight. We have already
relied heavily on God’s presence in our family to get us through
this. Now he will definitely carry us. Without faith in Him I don't
know how people do it.

What would one have to look forward to? As I told the kids
tonight during prayer time, in the end I will go to a place where I
can be present and more active in their lives than I can be right
now. I can join Julia in the swimming pool and on her walks with
Trixie and also be with Sophia in her gymnastics, skating,
running, dancing and everything else she does.

I also told them I would be there when they sneak out of the
house or get in trouble but I wouldn’t tell Mom aboutit :-)

It has been an emotional and tiring day. So good night and God
Bless,

Gene

For all of you that have already heard, thanks for your calls and
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2 Corinthians 5:1-5
New L/’V/hg [ rans/ation

~or we will not be spirits without bodies, but

we will put on new hc—:avc—:nlg bodies. Our dﬂing
bodies make us groan and sigh, but it's not
that we want to die and have no bodies at all.
We want to s]iP into our new bodies so that
these dging bodies will be swallowed up bg
cvcrlasting life. (God himself has Prcl:)arcd us

forthis, and as a guarantee he has given us his

Ho|9 SPirit.
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I'll keep it short too.

After a lazy, dreary day of duldrums and mostly nothingness, we
decided to get out our boxes of photos from the beginning of
time. We're arranging them for the visitation slideshow...
whenever that will be... (hopefully farther than nearer)... But it
was ironically a time of laughter, especially for the girls to see
themselves when they were tiny. Lots of emotions for me and
Gene, but times like this are so very precious and I'm glad Gene
can be a part of it. I pray the girls remember this time more
fondly than not. I pray the same for myself as well.

Most of all, I pray for Gene, that the dear Lord gives him
whatever he needs right now. As we all agreed during prayer
tonight, we'd rather have Daddy at peace in the Lord's house
than to see him in pain here in this house. Whatever comes
between now and then, please pray mostly for Gene's comfort
while he struggles through this Cancerville life.

Many, deeply heartfelt thanks.
Truly, truly,

Stace
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Seeing What Matters

So we are alwags confident; even though
we know that while we are at home in the

bocly we are away from the Lord-~
7 for we walk bﬂ faith, not 55 5{g/7t.

8Y es, we do have confidence, and we
would rather be away from the body and
at home with the | ord. 50 whether we
are at home or away, we make it our aim to
Plcasc him.
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Dear and Faithful Friends,

I just feel compelled to say that there is nothing awesome or
amazing about "the way we have handled this Cancerville life”.
God has given us what we need to get through it. And I believe
the most precious gift He gave us is YOU. YOU have made this
journey not only bearable, but blessed.

You were right there with us when we first learned of Gene's
cancer. I couldn’t believe all the posts we got the first few
days at the Mayo Clinic!

You organized a food calendar for us that fed us every night for
three months straight

You gathered with us at our church for the Tame and Game
feed.

You came to the Healing Service and laid your hands on Gene
and prayed aloud with us.

You organized a benefit, which raised more than enough money
for us to go on our dream trip to Disney World in absolute luxury
- no holds barred. And Discovery Cove opened Julia’s mind to a
whole new obsession, thanks to you!

You made us homemade blankets, prayer shawls, pillows, and
hats

Mutual ( onversation & (_onsolation




2 Corintlﬁians 5

4For the love of (Christ urges us on,

because we are convinced that one has died for
all; therefore all have died. ' And he died for all,
so that those who live might live no longer{:or

themselves, but for him who died and was raised

For thcm.
16]

~rom now on, therefore, we regarcl no one
from a human Point of view; even though we once
knew (Christ from a human Point of view, we know
him no ]ongcr in that way. 790 if anyone Is In
(_hrist, there is a new creation: cvergthing old has
Passe:cl away; see, cvcrgthing has become new!
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